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(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed'' and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17).): 
Description, pages: 

1 -20 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-11 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 
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(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-10 

No: Claims 1 1 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-10 

No: Claims 1 1 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1 -1 1 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/EP99/08480 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1) . The document D4 (=EP-A-5661 18) was cited in the description but not in the inter- 
national search report. 

2) . Art. 33 (2) PCT (Novelty) : 

D4 discloses a process for the preparation of water-swellable, water-insoluble modified 
polysaccharides comprising the steps of forming a mixture of a water-solubte modified 
polysaccharide, water and a crosslinking agent. The modified polysaccharide is 
recovered from said solution and heat-treated above 80 °C for a time sufficient to 
crosslink the modified polysaccharide. Modified polysaccharides suitable for use are 
cellulose, starch, chitin, carrageenan etc. 

The preferred modified polysaccharide is a carboxyalkyl polysaccharide including 
carboxymethyl cellulose. 

Suitable crosslinking agents are diamines or polyamines. 

The crosslinking reaction occurs through amidation of the carboxyl group and over a 
broad pH range (see page 6, lines 2-8). 
Samples 47-56 deal with these products. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 1 is not novel in view of D4 and this is confirmed in the 
description of the present application on page 5, lines 6-9. 

3) . Art. 33(3) PCT (Inventive step) : 
D4 represents the closest prior art. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from D4 in that the process comprises a step of 

activating the carboxy groups in an anhydrous aprotic solvent. 

The problem to be solved is to provide a further process with a high degree of 

reproducibility for preparing crosslinked carboxylated polysaccharides. 

The solution involves an inventive step since the available prior art does not give any 

suggestion or hint that it could have been possible to make the cross-linking reaction 

almost quantitative. 

The subject-matter of claims 1-10 appears to involve an inventive step. 
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Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 



Art. 6 PCT : 

1) . Claim 2 mentions polyacrylic acids as an example of a polysaccharide. However this 
is unclear since the ordinary chemist will never recognize polyacrylic acids as belonging 
to the group of the polysaccharides. 

2) . The description mentions on page 4, line 21 the hemisuccinylation of the free 
hydroxy groups. However this forms no part of the claims. 

This embodiment of the invention does not fall within the scope of the claims. This 
inconsistency between description and claims render said claims unclear. 
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